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help prepare high quality and diverse 
educators for our Nation’s underserved 
students. Today it is critical that the 
TEACH grant program actually works 
as intended as we recover from a global 
health emergency that cost education 
jobs, exacerbated achievement gaps, 
and worsened the teacher shortage in 
many States and districts. That is why 
we must ensure that Federal initia-
tives to strengthen the teacher work-
force make it easier, not harder, for in-
dividuals to enter the teaching profes-
sion. 

The Consider Teaching Act would 
help achieve this goal by ensuring that 
TEACH grants do not have the unin-
tended effect of leaving educators with 
burdensome loans. This simple yet ur-
gent step will allow prospective teach-
ers across the country to continue ac-
cessing the resources they need to pur-
sue careers in teaching. 

Importantly, this bill is an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that regardless 
of party affiliation, each of us in Con-
gress shares a commitment to improv-
ing the quality of education by invest-
ing in well-prepared teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues, 
again, to support the bill and vote for 
the Consider Teachers Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 848. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

HELPING AMERICAN VICTIMS AF-
FLICTED BY NEUROLOGICAL AT-
TACKS ACT OF 2021 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1828) to amend the Central In-
telligence Agency Act of 1949 to au-
thorize the provision of payment to 
personnel of the Central Intelligence 
Agency who incur qualifying injuries 
to the brain, to authorize the provision 
of payment to personnel of the Depart-
ment of State who incur similar inju-
ries, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1828 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Helping 
American Victims Afflicted by Neurological 
Attacks Act of 2021’’ or the ‘‘HAVANA Act of 
2021’’. 

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO PAY PERSONNEL OF CEN-
TRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY FOR 
CERTAIN INJURIES TO THE BRAIN. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ mean— 

(A) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees (as that term is defined in section 3 of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003)); 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(C) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered dependent’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (d)(1) of section 19 of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C. 3519), as added by subsection (b). 

(3) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered employee’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 19A(a) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3519b(a)). 

(4) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 19A(a) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3519b(a)). 

(5) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying injury’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (d)(1) of section 19 of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C. 3519), as added by subsection (b). 

(b) PAYMENT AUTHORIZED.—Section 19A of 
the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 
(50 U.S.C. 3519b) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(d) AUTHORITY TO MAKE PAYMENTS FOR 
QUALIFYING INJURIES TO THE BRAIN.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘cov-

ered dependent’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (a), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in a foreign 
country. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘quali-
fying injury’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (a), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in a foreign 
country. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law but subject to para-
graph (3), the Director may provide payment 
to a covered dependent, a covered employee, 
and a covered individual for a qualifying in-
jury to the brain. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—Payment 

under paragraph (2) in a fiscal year may only 
be made using amounts appropriated in ad-
vance specifically for payments under such 
paragraph in such fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) MATTER OF PAYMENTS.—Payments 
under paragraph (2) using amounts appro-
priated for such purpose shall be made on a 
first come, first serve, or pro rata basis. 

‘‘(C) AMOUNTS OF PAYMENTS.—The total 
amount of funding obligated for payments 
under paragraph (2) may not exceed the 
amount specifically appropriated for pro-
viding payments under such paragraph dur-
ing its period of availability. 

‘‘(4) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall pre-

scribe regulations to carry out this sub-
section. 

‘‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The regulations pre-
scribed under subparagraph (A) shall include 
regulations detailing fair and equitable cri-
teria for payment under paragraph (2).’’. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—Payment under sub-
section (d) of such section, as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, may be made 
available for a qualifying injury to the brain 

that occurs before, on, or after the date of 
the enactment of this Act as the Director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency considers 
appropriate. 

(d) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORT ON USE OF AUTHORITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 365 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on the use of 
the authority provided by section 19A(d) of 
such Act, as added by subsection (b) of this 
section. 

(B) CONTENTS.—The report submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A budget or spend plan for the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the subsequent fiscal year. 

(ii) Information relating to the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the preceding year, including the following: 

(I) The total amount expended. 
(II) The number of covered dependents, 

covered employees, and covered individuals 
for whom payments were made. 

(III) The amounts that were provided to 
each person described in subclause (II). 

(iii) An assessment of whether additional 
authorities are required to ensure that cov-
ered dependents, covered employees, and 
covered individuals can receive payments for 
qualifying injuries, such as a qualifying in-
jury to the back or heart. 

(C) FORM.—The report submitted under 
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in clas-
sified form. 

(2) REPORT ON ESTIMATED COSTS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2023.—Not later than March 1, 2022, the 
Director shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report detailing an 
estimate of the obligation that the Director 
expects to incur in providing payment under 
section 19A(d) of such Act, as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, in fiscal year 2023. 

(e) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director shall prescribe regulations re-
quired under section 19A(d)(4)(A) of such Act, 
as added by subsection (b) of this section. 

(2) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 210 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees the regula-
tions prescribed in accordance with para-
graph (1). 

(f) CLARIFYING AMENDMENT.—Section 
19A(b) of the Central Intelligence Agency 
Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3519b(b)) is amended, in 
the subsection heading, by inserting ‘‘TOTAL 
DISABILITY RESULTING FROM’’ before ‘‘CER-
TAIN INJURIES’’. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORITY TO PAY PERSONNEL OF DE-

PARTMENT OF STATE FOR CERTAIN 
INJURIES TO THE BRAIN. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE CONGRES-

SIONAL COMMITTEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Homeland Security, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered dependent’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(3) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered employee’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:46 Jul 27, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K26JY7.010 H26JYPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3855 July 26, 2021 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(4) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(5) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying injury’’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (i)(1) of section 901 of 
title IX of division J of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 
2680b), as added by subsection (b). 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Section 901 of title IX of 
division J of the Further Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a) or (b)’’ both places it appears and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (a), (b), or (i)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (h)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘IN GEN-

ERAL.—This section’’ and inserting ‘‘ADJUST-
MENT OF COMPENSATION PROVISION.—Sub-
sections (a) and (b)’’; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) OTHER PAYMENT PROVISION.—Payment 
under subsection (i) may be made available 
for a qualifying injury (as defined in such 
subsection) that occurs before, on, or after 
the date of the enactment of the Helping 
American Victims Afflicted by Neurological 
Attacks Act of 2021.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(i) OTHER INJURIES.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) COVERED DEPENDENT.—The term ‘cov-

ered dependent’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(B) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘cov-
ered employee’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(C) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(D) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘quali-
fying injury’ has the meaning given such 
term in subsection (e), except that the as-
signed duty station need not be in the Re-
public of Cuba, the People’s Republic of 
China, or another foreign country. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law but subject to para-
graph (3), the Secretary of State or other 
agency head with an employee may provide 
payment to a covered dependent, a depend-
ent of a former employee, a covered em-
ployee, a former employee, and a covered in-
dividual for a qualifying injury to the brain. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—Payment 

under paragraph (2) in a fiscal year may only 
be made using amounts appropriated in ad-
vance specifically for payments under such 
paragraph in such fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) MATTER OF PAYMENTS.—Payments 
under paragraph (2) using amounts appro-
priated for such purpose shall be made on a 
first come, first serve, or pro rata basis. 

‘‘(C) AMOUNTS OF PAYMENTS.—The total 
amount of funding obligated for payments 
under paragraph (2) may not exceed the 
amount specifically appropriated for pro-

viding payments under such paragraph dur-
ing its period of availability. 

‘‘(4) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or other 

agency head described in paragraph (2) that 
provides payment under such paragraph 
shall prescribe regulations to carry out this 
subsection. 

‘‘(B) ELEMENTS.—The regulations pre-
scribed under subparagraph (A) shall include 
regulations detailing fair and equitable cri-
teria for payment under paragraph (2).’’. 

(c) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORTS ON USE OF AUTHORITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 365 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State and each other agency 
head that makes a payment under subsection 
(i) of section 901 of title IX of division J of 
the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b), as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
report on the use of the authority provided 
by such subsection (i). 

(B) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A budget or spend plan for the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the subsequent fiscal year. 

(ii) Information relating to the use of the 
authority described in subparagraph (A) for 
the preceding year, including the following: 

(I) The total amount expended. 
(II) The number of covered dependents, 

covered employees, and covered individuals 
for whom payments were made. 

(III) The amounts that were provided to 
each person described in subclause (II). 

(iii) An assessment of whether additional 
authorities are required to ensure that cov-
ered dependents, covered employees, and 
covered individuals can receive payments for 
qualifying injuries, such as a qualifying in-
jury to the back or heart. 

(C) FORM.—The report submitted under 
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in clas-
sified form. 

(2) REPORTS ON ESTIMATED COSTS FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2023.—Not later than March 1, 2022, 
the Secretary of State and each other agency 
head that makes a payment under subsection 
(i) of section 901 of title IX of division J of 
the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b), as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
report detailing an estimate of the obliga-
tion that the Director expects to incur in 
providing payment under such subsection (i) 
in fiscal year 2023. 

(d) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State and each other agency 
head that makes a payment under subsection 
(i)(2) of section 901 of title IX of division J of 
the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b), as added by sub-
section (b) of this section, shall prescribe 
regulations required under subsection 
(i)(4)(A) of such Act. 

(2) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 210 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State and the agency 
heads described in paragraph (1) shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
the regulations prescribed in accordance 
with paragraph (1). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CASTRO) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. CASTRO). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1828. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of S. 1828, the HAVANA Act of 2021, and 
I urge my colleagues to support its pas-
sage. 

America’s diplomats and intelligence 
professionals are the best in the world, 
dedicating their lives to public service 
to protect the American people and 
promote the interests of the United 
States. 

As citizens, we are in their debt. As 
lawmakers, we also have a responsi-
bility to protect their health and safe-
ty, making sure that they have the re-
sources they need to do their jobs effec-
tively and providing them with the 
necessary support if they are harmed 
in the line of duty. 

That is why the HAVANA Act is such 
a critical piece of legislation. The inci-
dents behind the so-called Havana syn-
drome are still under investigation and 
have affected American personnel at 
U.S. missions around the world, from 
Cuba, where the incidents first sur-
faced, and then reportedly to China, 
Europe, Central Asia, and even poten-
tially here in Washington, D.C. It is 
imperative that the State Department, 
working in conjunction with the intel-
ligence community, the Department of 
Defense, and other interagency part-
ners and allies, get to the bottom of 
what caused these events, how best to 
deter them from happening in the fu-
ture, and how best to protect our peo-
ple. 

While I am confident that the Biden 
administration is working hard to ad-
vance these investigations, Congress 
must also do its part, especially when 
it comes to helping those who have 
been directly impacted. 

The HAVANA Act ensures that the 
United States’ diplomats and intel-
ligence professionals are appropriately 
taken care of and compensated for in-
juries they incurred in connection with 
these events, fixing an important gap 
in existing law. I am very glad this im-
portant legislation will provide nec-
essary supplemental funds to those 
who have been affected while in no way 
touching on any other benefits that 
come with Federal employment. This 
is a good, bipartisan measure, and I 
commend our Senate colleagues, espe-
cially Senators Collins and MARK WAR-
NER, for sending it over to us in the 
House today. 

The HAVANA Act, which the Senate 
unanimously passed, is the companion 
to legislation that Chairman ADAM 
SCHIFF introduced alongside Chairman 
GREGORY MEEKS. As the only Demo-
cratic Member who serves on both the 
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Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence and the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, I deeply appreciate the con-
tributions and sacrifices of our dip-
lomats and intelligence professionals 
who are working hard to defend our na-
tional security. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the HAVANA Act, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

b 1430 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, around the world, 
America and American personnel are 
being attacked in their homes, in ho-
tels, and even on public streets. For 
most, it starts with what seems like a 
loud noise that is followed by pain or a 
sense of pressure in the head. Many are 
left with chronic damage, including 
hearing loss, vertigo, cognitive and 
motor impairment, severe headaches, 
and inability to sleep. 

In the words of a recent press report, 
our diplomats are suffering a ‘‘concus-
sion without a concussion.’’ 

The Senate-passed bill before us 
today provides important authority to 
assist these brain injury victims, and it 
deserves our unanimous support. But 
we all must do more. 

Unfortunately, these attacks have 
continued and spread. First, it started 
in Havana in late 2016 and spread to 
China in 2017. Two months ago, press 
reports described more than 130 pos-
sible cases all over the world, including 
right here in Washington, D.C. Just 
last week, two dozen new cases among 
U.S. personnel in Vienna were revealed. 
Simply put, this is kind of scary stuff. 

The people who serve our Nation 
overseas are generally worried for 
themselves and their families, and they 
need to know that we have their backs. 
When the prior administration pulled 
our personnel out of Havana 4 years 
ago, they said: ‘‘Numerous Embassy 
Havana employees have been targeted 
in specific attacks. These employees 
have suffered significant injuries as a 
consequence of these attacks.’’ 

In contrast, President Biden has re-
fused to call these what they are, at-
tacks on U.S. personnel. Secretary of 
State Tony Blinken publicly said per-
haps no one is responsible for causing 
these injuries. 

I will tell you, from my briefings and 
briefings in another annex, that is ab-
solutely incorrect. We may not be able 
to fill in all the blanks yet, but we 
know too much to dismiss these at-
tacks as unexplained health incidents. 

Four years ago, medical experts con-
vened by the State Department agreed 
victims were likely dealing with brain 
trauma from a nonnatural source, and 
the evidence has only grown more con-
clusive since then. Last year, the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences said that 
directed, pulsed radio frequency energy 
is most likely the cause. According to 
the NAS, the situation raises grave 
concerns about bad actors who may 
have weapons. 

While we must assist victims with to-
day’s bill, we must do more. We must 
call these heinous attacks what they 
are. They are attacks, and the people 
attacking us need to know the con-
sequences will be severe when we find 
out who they are and when we get the 
attribution. Otherwise, we aren’t doing 
what we can do to deter future attacks. 
The men and women who serve our Na-
tion overseas deserve no less. 

I have prepared a bill to do just that, 
which I will be introducing this week. 

I thank Chairman MEEKS and our In-
telligence Committee colleagues for 
their bipartisan work on the HAVANA 
Act, which I strongly support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SCHIFF), the chairman 
of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence. 

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the HAVANA Act. 

I was proud to introduce this legisla-
tion in the House, and I appreciate the 
continued support from Ranking Mem-
ber NUNES, Chairman MEEKS, and 
Ranking Member MCCAUL in moving 
this legislation through the House and 
to the President’s desk. 

Every day, thousands of patriotic 
Americans serve our country abroad, 
representing our values and interests 
across the globe. They are diplomats, 
soldiers, intelligence officers, and 
more. But we must never forget they 
are also mothers and fathers, sisters 
and brothers, and sons and daughters 
who routinely make tremendous per-
sonal sacrifices in service of their 
country. 

In return for their service to our Na-
tion, we have a sacred responsibility to 
make sure that we take care of them. 
That is what this bill does. 

Over the past several years, public 
servants from the intelligence commu-
nity and elsewhere have experienced 
symptoms of unknown origins. These 
cases, which have been described as Ha-
vana syndrome or anomalous health in-
cidents, named for the cohort whose 
symptoms onset in Havana, remain a 
mystery. 

But two things are clear. First, we 
must spare no effort to identify their 
source and to hold anyone responsible 
accountable. Second, we must ensure 
that those who are injured receive the 
highest quality of care and the benefits 
that they need as they recover. 

The HAVANA Act does just that. It 
would adjust and expand the authority 
we gave to the intelligence community 
and the State Department in 2019 to 
provide compensation for those experi-
encing these injuries to also include 
those suffering from traumatic brain 
injuries. Members of both parties have 
united behind this critical legislation 
to provide benefits to afflicted individ-
uals. 

Even as we pass this legislation, our 
work is not done. On a bipartisan basis, 
the Intelligence Committee has contin-
ued to provide vigorous oversight of 
how individuals experiencing these 
health incidents were treated and how 
they are being treated today. We will 
continue to prioritize this issue and 
put our people first. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues, 
Mr. CASTRO and Mr. MCCAUL, for their 
efforts. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
NUNES), the ranking member of the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence and the coauthor of the House 
version of this bill. 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas for his work 
on this bill and my colleagues on the 
Senate side and the House side. 

I rise in strong support of this legis-
lation. When intelligence community 
officers risk their health and safety in 
service of their country, they need to 
know they will receive the full support 
of the United States Government if 
they are injured. That assurance is cru-
cial for the officers’ ability to carry 
out their missions. 

As the public now knows, our officers 
have been the victims of targeted at-
tacks around the globe. I want to say 
upfront that these incidents are real, 
and the officers’ accounts are credible. 

Victims have described the sudden 
onset of symptoms, such as intense 
head pressure, dizziness, vertigo, and 
cognitive difficulties. Some incidents 
have resulted in traumatic brain inju-
ries, debilitating pain, and other seri-
ous health issues. Many victims con-
tinue to experience chronic health 
problems and require sustained treat-
ment. 

Over the past several months, we 
have been looking into these incidents. 
In my view, there are three objectives. 
The first is to determine the best way 
to help these officers and their fami-
lies. The second is to find out who is 
perpetrating these attacks. The third 
is to conduct strong oversight of our 
agencies and make the necessary 
changes to achieve the first two objec-
tives. That will require vigorous effort, 
but I am committed to uncovering the 
truth. 

The bill we are considering today 
takes important steps to assist the vic-
tims of these attacks and ensure that 
our people will be compensated for 
their brain injuries. It builds on legis-
lation we passed last Congress to im-
prove worker’s compensation for cer-
tain personnel and their dependents. 

Some have called the legislation 
technical, which it is, but it is, never-
theless, vital. Patriotic Americans 
serving to promote and protect our 
freedoms deserve our gratitude and full 
support. 

The Senate has already passed this 
bill by unanimous consent. I fully sup-
port it, and I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to do the same. 
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Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

have no further requests at this time, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

First, I thank the chairman of the 
House Intelligence Committee and the 
ranking member, Mr. NUNES, for their 
strong support of this bill. It is very 
important. 

I will be introducing a bill next week 
on this, and I hope to work with the 
House Intelligence Committee on that 
as well. 

I am very concerned the administra-
tion may be planning to send U.S. per-
sonnel back to our Havana Embassy. I 
just got off of a big rally across the 
street from the White House with a lot 
of Cubans. They are searching for free-
dom and democracy over tyranny, op-
pression, and communism. 

But our personnel, we can’t send 
them back until we can say who or 
what caused these brain injuries that 
prompted the Trump administration to 
pull our people out of there for their 
own safety in 2017. 

Over these last few weeks, the world 
has watched Cuba’s brutal police state 
in action. The Venezuelan military is 
there as well, silencing people just for 
exercising freedom of speech, which 
they don’t have under a communist 
dictatorship. 

The same surveillance system that 
tracks dissidents and censors the inter-
net has been unwilling to share nec-
essary information about these attacks 
against Americans. I have no doubt 
that Cuban intelligence is involved in 
this. 

If the administration sends U.S. per-
sonnel back to Havana without holding 
the regime accountable, all American 
diplomats are at risk. 

Again, I support this bipartisan HA-
VANA Act. I urge my colleagues to 
support it as well. I think these men 
and women, both State Department 
diplomats and our intelligence officers, 
deserve better from our Nation. They 
need to receive the proper care that 
they deserve. 

Again, I thank Chairman MEEKS and 
the Intelligence Committee, and I look 
forward to its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume for the purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is impera-
tive that we, as the elected representa-
tives of the American people, working 
with the executive branch, get to the 
bottom of exactly who is behind these 
events, why they are occurring, and 
how to stop them. 

But we must also make sure to do 
our part to take care of the public serv-
ants who put themselves on the line 
every day for our own interests. 

I want to say thank you to the Presi-
dent, to the Secretary of State, and to 
the State Department for taking these 
cases seriously, for listening to the 

families and all the trauma that they 
have gone through, and for showing 
them nothing but the utmost respect. 

This bill is an excellent contribution 
to this effort, and I look forward to 
working on a bipartisan basis on this 
critical issue going forward. 

I thank Chairman SCHIFF for his hard 
work, and I ask all of my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAS-
TRO) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, S. 1828. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

SEPTEMBER 11TH NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL TRAIL ROUTE 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2278) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to designate the Sep-
tember 11th National Memorial Trail, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2278 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SEPTEMBER 11TH NATIONAL MEMO-

RIAL TRAIL ROUTE. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘Map’’ means the map 

entitled ‘‘September 11th National Memorial 
Trail Route Proposed Trail Route,’’ num-
bered 669/176,670A, and dated July 2021. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the National Park 
Service. 

(3) TRAIL ROUTE.—The term ‘‘Trail Route’’ 
means the September 11th National Memo-
rial Trail Route designated under subsection 
(b). 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAIL ROUTE.— 
(1) DESIGNATION.—There is designated a 

Trail Route, to be known as the ‘‘September 
11th National Memorial Trail Route’’, to 
link the National 9/11 Memorial and Museum 
in New York City, the National 9/11 Pen-
tagon Memorial in Arlington, Virginia, and 
the Flight 93 National Memorial in Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania. The September 11th 
National Memorial Trail Route shall— 

(A) provide for a tribute to the family 
members and loved ones who were victims of 
the attack and the heroes of September 11th, 
including the first responders in the days, 
weeks, and months after the attack; 

(B) be a trail of remembrance to honor the 
fallen in a tangible way that keeps their 
memories alive and reaffirms the 
exceptionalism of our country; and 

(C) be a celebration of our Nation’s resil-
ience and perseverance since September 11, 
2001. 

(2) ROUTE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Trail Route shall 

consist of a series of trails as generally de-
picted on the Map. 

(B) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The Map shall 
be available in the appropriate offices of the 
National Park Service. 

(C) REVISION.—The Secretary may revise 
the Map by publication in the Federal Reg-
ister of a notice of availability of a new Map. 

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Trail Route pro-
gram shall be administered by the Secretary 
in consultation with the affected land-
owners, including any Federal, State, Tribal 
or local agencies that manage the affected 
lands, but shall not be considered to be a 
unit of the National Park System or a part 
of the National Trail System. 

(d) ACTIVITIES.—To facilitate the adminis-
tration of the Trail Route program and the 
dissemination of information regarding the 
Trail Route, the Secretary shall— 

(1) produce and disseminate appropriate 
educational materials regarding the Trail 
Route, such as handbooks, maps, exhibits, 
signs, interpretive guides, electronic infor-
mation, and other interpretive materials; 

(2) coordinate the management and plan-
ning of the Trail Route with participating 
property owners, other Federal agencies, 
State, Tribal, and local governments, and 
nonprofit entities; 

(3) create and adopt an official, uniform 
symbol or device to mark the Trail Route; 

(4) issue guidelines for the use of the sym-
bol or device adopted under paragraph (3); 
and 

(5) if deemed appropriate by the Secretary, 
authorize signage on lands managed by the 
General Services Administration or the Na-
tional Park Service in the District of Colum-
bia and its environs, without regard to the 
requirements of the Commemorative Works 
Act (40 U.S.C. 8901). 

(e) AGREEMENTS.—To ensure effective co-
ordination of the Federal and non-Federal 
properties along the Trail Route, the Sec-
retary may enter into agreements with, and 
provide technical and financial assistance to, 
other Federal agencies, the State, localities, 
regional governmental bodies, and private 
entities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2278, introduced by 

Representative GERRY CONNOLLY, 
would designate the September 11th 
National Memorial Trail Route to 
honor the family members and loved 
ones who were victims of that day’s at-
tack, as well as the heroes of Sep-
tember 11. 

The route will consist of a series of 
trails and roadways linking the three 
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